
Why does the Bible have both Old and New Testaments? 

First, what is a ‘testament?’ 
A ‘testament’ can be a statement of belief – such as a ‘testimony’ in court about your belief 
of what occurred - or, as in a "last will & testament” it can direct distribution of assets.  

The Old Testament reports the history of the world and humanity from the beginning of the 
universe until 400 years before Jesus came to earth as a baby. The Old Testament contains 
many predictions about the rise and fall of empires and 300 prophecies about the Messiah 
(Jesus), such as his birthplace, life and death. 

The New Testament reports Jesus’ arrival, activities and teachings, and how he fulfilled each Old Testament prophecy. 
It tells how His followers developed and spread His gospel after He returned to heaven. The New Testament’s final 
book, Revelation, describes the future: Jesus’ second coming to Earth, judgment of everyone including Satan, and His 
future creation of a new earth and heaven. 

Together, the two testaments are the 
before, during, after and future stories of 
Jesus.  

If we didn't have the Old Testament, we'd miss why 
Jesus had to come to Earth to restore our relationship 
with God, which was broken by Adam and Eve’s 
disobedience, and continued to be broken by every 
person’s sin since, as recorded in the Bible. 

The New Testament is Christ's last will and testament: it’s His direction for what we’re to believe and do with all He’s 
given us: our lives, abilities, experiences, opportunities, etc.  

But more often seen in the Bible than ‘testament’ is the word "covenant.” A covenant is more than a last will; it’s a divine 
agreement from God. The New Testament, or New Covenant, is God’s promise that He will save us from hell after death 
-- if we freely choose to accept Jesus as our personal Savior and Lord.  

So, the Bible covers the “Old” and “New Covenants.” In the Old, God asked people to obey His 613 laws -- which he 
gave chiefly to prove that no one can obey all commands, all the time, to work their way into heaven. 

In the New Covenant, God came to Earth as Jesus to die to pay for our failure to obey His law. He promised He’d give 
entry to heaven to all who choose to believe that they need a Savior to pay for their sins – and accept Jesus as having 
made that payment, in full.  

The future the Old Testament describes, for which every human heart longs, 
arrived when Jesus came. 

Jesus showed that each person is so valued that He died for them. He said that God wants each person to choose to 
spend eternity with Him, living in a future, perfect creation. Here are some of the major things which were predicted in 
the Old Testament and recorded as fulfilled in the New Testament: 



▪ Messiah (“Savior” - saving us from hell) would come. Messiah came (Romans 1:3–4).

▪ God’s enemies would be defeated. God’s enemies (death and sin) were “triumphed over” on a cross.
(Colossians 2:13–14).

▪ The Fall, in Eden by Adam, would be undone. Jesus succeeded where the first
Adam failed, when tempted by Satan, for example (Luke 3:38–4:13). Jesus drove
demons out of people; Adam failed to drive Satan out of Eden. 

▪ The dead would be raised. In Christ, the dead have a new life. Paul says believers
are “raised with Christ” (Ephesians 2:6; Colossians 3:1; Romans 6:4).

▪ God’s people would be cleared of sin. God’s people are cleansed (Romans 5:1).

▪ God’s kingdom would come to earth. Jesus said, “The kingdom is here” (Mark 1:15;
Acts 20:25; 28:31; Romans 14:17). We’re now in the last days (Hebrews 1:2).

Confusion!  If God’s kingdom is here and Jesus overcame death, then why is life filled with so much pain, sorrow, death 
and darkness?  

Answer: The old age continues along with the new age (for now). The reason that most days we do not feel like we’re in 
the new, perfect age is that, unless we’ve accepted Jesus as Savior, we still live totally in the old age.  
However, followers of Jesus today live in both the old and new ages; their fundamental identity resides in the new age — 
who they newly are. But sin, weakness, temptation, mistakes and sadness remain. 

All this is why there are two Testaments 

The Old Testament is the story of the creation of the world, the coming of sin, evil and darkness, and the unfolding of 
God’s plan to get us back to Eden again.  

The New Testament shows the plan being put into action, through a baby in a manger, who would grow up, be rejected, 
arrested, unfairly tried and executed. But he went through death and returned with a glorified, special body: He ate food 
after being resurrected (John 21:9–12) and could be touched (John 20:27), but could walk through walls (John 20:26) 
and was often unrecognizable (John 20:14).  

When followers of Jesus look at those things, we see our future. Jesus, resurrected, is the first of a new kind of human 
which all believers will one day be (1 Corinthians 15:20–23). In him, the future has dawned in the present. When united 
with him, we begin to experience that future now. That’s the message of the New Testament. 

The questions more important than any other question – which define your existence above all else -- are: 
“What age do you belong to – the old or the new?”  “Have you accepted Jesus?” 
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